Make your Own Weather Forecast

An activity for a geography club or sixth form geography class studying weather systems.
This activity looks at the weather conditions in the morning of 30th October 2000, and includes a talk and two activities. The talk reminds students of the available sources of weather data (ground based observations, radar, satellite images and computer models) and shows some of the observations that were made before or during the day of the storm.

It would be difficult for students with no prior knowledge of weather systems and synoptic maps to complete the exercise, however it would make a very good revision session.

Developed by Dr Hannah Pomroy (Ampleforth College) and Dr Pete Inness (Reading University) 
What do you need:

An interactive white board and/ or access to computers for the whole group
Downloads:

A smart board activity sheet

A word document activity sheet which can be printed and distributed to the students
A  PowerPoint presentation
In the first activity, students are given a paper sheet with observations of pressure and wind direction and speed. They are asked to try and draw the pressure contours (isobars) based on this information. 

In the second activity, students get to try and produce a weather forecast, using either smart board or online technology (http://www.juicygeography.co.uk/weatheruk.htm), for the day of the storm, using satellite, radar and weather model information. Students should then be given the opportunity to present their forecasts to the rest of the group. The aim of the exercise is for students to think about what the satellite images and charts mean in terms of weather on the ground.
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